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on the 9th day, when Ekadasi and Thiruvona nakshatram are
there, a Thiruttare utsavam is also celebrated. On another oc-
casion, in the month of Purattasi when Chithirai star is in the
ascendent, Brahma celebrated another Brahmotsavam for a pe-
riod of eight days and on the 9th day, again when the Thiruvona
star is in the ascendent, there is a ceremonial bath for the Lord
in Dakshina Ganga river, when Lord Brahma is also said to par-
ticipate in the holy bath. Even today, in the month of Purattasi
and Panguni the two Brahmotsavams are celebrated and it is
said that Lord Brahma with the other Devas come to Thiruvin-
nagaram and supervises the performance of Brahmotsavams.
There are a number of theerthams in this place. There is
a tank inside the temple in the northern part known as Agoratra
pushkarini. There is a story connected with this theertham.
It is said that once upon a time, there was a brahmin named
Devasarma. He was a descendant of Bharadwaja rishi. He
was well versed in the vedas. But due to his bad luck, once
he misbehaved with the daughter of Jaimini muni and thus
incurred the wrath of Jaimini muni. The muni cursed that
the brahmin should become the kirouiyam bird ( Heron). Deva
Sarma felt ashamed and requested the muni to forgive him and
save him from the ill effects of the curse. The muni then advised
the brahmin that as soon as he became a bird, he should go to
Markandeya kshetram and take his position in the branch of a
tree on the bund of the tank inside the temple. He said that
later that branch will be affected by cyclonic winds and will fall
into the tank. When the holy waters of the tank touch the body,
he would be released from the curse. As cursed, the brahmin
was transformed into a Krounja bird. He then flew to Thiru
Vinnagaram and was hanging on one of the branches of the tree
on the tank bund inside the temple. As was predicted, in due
course, there was fierce cyclonic wind in the middle of the night
and the branch broke and fell into the tank. The bird which had
this accidental dip in the holy water was redeemed of the curse
and resumed his human form and proceeded to Vaikunta. At
that time, the servants of Lord Varuna looked at the brahmin
and asked him O Brahmin! Usually people are not supposed to
have a bath in the tank during the night. We have also been
told that those who transgress this rule should be punished and